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_ReSponsﬂ)ly Serv1ng’ Beautlful Danlel Islan(l
2025 Guoduotes!

JUNE
DONATION

This month’s charity
is to the Charleston
Animal Society
in support of
the Estes Family.

Charleston Animal Society

Cara Schaafsma
843-345-3612 SCHAAFSMA
www.caraschaafsma.com \ ; : Carolina One

Real Estate

cara.schaafsma@carolinaone.com
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- Gannon Barton ¥ Amelia Sakre Harrison Grimm Averi Looney Grant Lieg|
Philip Simmons Philip Simmons

" Philip Simmons .. ® Bishop England Philip Simmons
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Max Toperzer John Tipton Connelly Stephen Mantone Jackson Edwards Rylee Soldano Lauren Cude " Meredith Bennett
Philip Simmons Wando High School Bishop England Lucy Beckham Lucy Beckham - Valedictorian Lucy Beckham Lucy Beckham
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Kelr Tyler

Dohran Wells

BISHOP ENGLAND HIGH SCHOOL

Olivia Seymor i i William Simon Abigail Smear Mary Solar

Brooke Struckman Sarah Jarrett Sweeney Langdon Tarrant

Brennan Teufel Mary Tlllman Isabella Tisdale Evelyn Trego

Leslie Valencia Garcia  Elisabeth van de Erve Alexandria Vicente Victoria Vidua Jesion

Reed Wallace Michl Walsh Harper Warrick
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Carlisle Stanley

Lillian Tawes

Margaret Twigg

Jose Viveros Huesca

Caleb Watson

Congratulations to
the Bishop England class of 2025/
- From The Daniel Island News

Drake West Jackson Winer k Claire Womble
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BEHS VALEDICTORIAN s O
LILY RUNKLE
HEADING TO THE BIG APPLE
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D.C. next stop for salutatorian Owen Fritts

EMMA SLAVEN
emma@thedanielislandnews.com

ishop England High School
B valedictorian Lily Runkle

and salutatorian Owen Fritts
have not only aced their academics
but also exemplified what it means
to lead with heart, humility, and
faith.

Runkle is the top academic stu-
dent in the class of 2025 and now
has her college sights set on New
York City, while Fritts, the second-
highest ranked student, will head to
the nation’s capital.

LILY RUNKLE
VALEDICTORIAN

For Lily Runkle, Bishop England has been more than a school — it’s
been a place to grow, connect, and express herself.

From enjoying her love of history to performing in every school play
since her freshman year, Runkle embraced the high school journey with
energy and heart.

“I think I’ve been the most inspired by all the people in the BE com-
munity around me,” she said. “A lot of the friends I have are incredibly
talented, whether it’s athletically, artistically, or academically. I love get-
ting to cheer them on, and it inspires me to do better as well!”

That admiration, paired with her dedication, helped Runkle earn the top
spot in her class.

Runkle is heading to New York University to major in history and mi-
nor in theater — two passions sparked at Bishop England.

“The tough curriculum at BE taught me how to work hard and perse-
vere,” she said. “My favorite classes have always been history, and I plan
on doing a theater minor. I owe a lot of my love for the subject to the BE
drama department. It’s brought me a lot of happiness that I want to keep
pursuing!”

Runkle’s high school journey has also strengthened her spiritual life,
which she attributes in part to theology teachers Luisa Gonzalez and
Priscilla Estrada.

“They made me see how happy a good relationship with God can make
you and how that joy spreads to other people,” Runkle said.

One of her favorite memories?

A surprise party her Advanced Placement U.S. History class threw for
their teacher, Betsy McMillan, complete with a cake, decorations, and a
giant copy of the U.S. Constitution.

“It was super fun and felt like such a reward after making it through the

Valedictorian Lily Runkle

AP exam!”

Her advice to incoming freshmen is
simple: “Do what makes you happy!
Take classes that sound interesting,
join clubs and sports you enjoy, and
find friends that’ll make you laugh.
School can get stressful, but it’s a lot
easier when you surround yourself
with things you love.”

OWEN FRITTS
SALUTATORIAN

Throughout his high school career,
Owen Fritts made waves — literally —
as a standout swimmer and academic
leader. Crediting his drive and dedi-
cation, Fritts said he owes it all to his

teachers.

“(Science teacher Kyle) Pridgen,
(math teacher Desi) Runey, (English teacher Matt) Parry, (history teacher
Betsy) McMillan, and (social studies teacher Sarah) Dressel have truly
shaped my high school learning experience. Their courses and passion for
teaching have shaped me as a student, as well as an individual.”

Next fall, Fritts will attend George Washington University and will
swim at the collegiate level while majoring in biomedical or mechanical
engineering, with a minor in math.

“In this next chapter of my life, I aim to maintain the character, work
ethic, and approach to learning that has made my high school experience
so fruitful,” he said.

Faith has also been a cornerstone of Fritts’ time at Bishop England. He
thanks not only his theology teachers, Luisa Estrada and Brian Kelsch,
but also the entire school community for helping him deepen his spiritual
life.

“My faith has grown tremendously during my time at BE, and I now
have a much deeper understanding and appreciation for what our church
teaches.”

One of his favorite high school memories is from his sophomore year
during a state swim meet.

“I will always remember the atmosphere and the energy that we had
as a team,” he said. “The group was full of role models that pushed each
other, and I was proud to represent my school with them while winning
two relays and both of my individual events.”

For younger students coming up behind him, Fritts reccommends em-
bracing the full Bishop England experience.

“Explore all that the school has to offer. Join different clubs, try new
things, and make as many connections as possible,” he advised. “Priori-
tize your education while making the most of your time in high school.”

Salutatorian Owen Fritts
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hilip Simmons High School’s
P Class of 2025 crossed the

stage at the North Charleston
Coliseum on Friday, May 30, mark-
ing a proud milestone for the 170
graduates.

The Iron Horses are galloping full
speed into bright futures as the class
earned over $11 million in scholar-
ships, including $10,870,218 in
academic awards and $250,000 in
athletic scholarships.

The class also includes 13 state
academic honor recipients, 19 Pal-
metto Fellows, 33 Life Scholarship
qualifiers, and 92 students eligible for the Hope Scholarship.

PARKER SULLIVAN - VALEDICTORIAN

Leading the Philip Simmons High School Class of 2025 is valedictorian
Parker Sullivan, who has not only conducted music but also orchestrated an
outstanding academic career.

A dedicated musician and leader in the Iron Horse Band, Sullivan earned
numerous distinctions, including a superior drum major rating, the Direc-
tor’s Award, and the Iron Horse Band Service Award.

Sullivan placed six times in the Berkeley County Band, seven times in
the Regional Band, and made the All-State Band, becoming the first student
in the school’s history to do so.

Outside of music, Sullivan excelled academically as an Advanced Place-
ment Scholar and an AP Scholar with distinction and was also a three-time
Trident Tech Dean’s List nominee. He also placed in the Beta Convention
French Quiz competitions, earning second and third place finishes in the
11th and 12th grades, respectively.

The 2025 valedictorian leaves his classmates with this message: “Let
your passions guide you to whatever goals you wish to achieve. Your only
limit is the sky! Remember, there are far more beauties in imperfections
than we realize, so don’t be afraid to walk the rocky paths that beat you
down and open the scars of your vices. Your dreams and aspirations await
you in your halcyon futures.”

Sullivan earned more than $221,000 in scholarships, including awards
from Clemson University, the University of South Carolina, the College of
Charleston, and Furman University.

Sullivan held leadership positions including vice president and then
president of the French National Honor Society, Woodwind Section Leader,
and Drum Major for the Marching Band during his senior year. He was ac-

)/

Valedictorian Parker Sullivan

MUSICIAN
PARKER SULLIVAN TAPPED
PHILIP SIMMONS’ VALEDICTORIAN

i Sprinter Joseph Wright runner-up as salutatorian
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tive in concert band, jazz band, Beta
club, National Honor Society, and
robotics (2022-2024).

He will attend the Clemson
University Honors College and will
major in psychology.

JOSEPH WRIGHT
SALUTATORIAN

When it comes to achieving bal-
ance between sports, service, and
scholastics, Joseph Wright makes it
look easy. As the 2025 salutatorian,
Wright has sprinted his way to suc-
cess.

A decorated cross-country and
track runner, Wright is a three-time

All-State athlete, seven-time All-

Region athlete, a South Carolina High
School League Scholar Athlete, and was named Male Athlete of the Year at
Philip Simmons.

Wright helped lead the boys’ cross-country team to a state championship
and finished as the individual state runner-up. He also contributed to the
track and field team’s state title and was part of the championship-winning
4x800 relay.

Not only gifted athletically, Wright has an academic resume to boot.

Wright’s accolades include the Outstanding Achievement in Spanish 3
Honors Award, the Beta Club Leadership Award, and recognition as a junior
marshall and a Breakfast of Champions honoree. He is a Palmetto Boys
State graduate and was featured as a Thumbs Up Guys Student Athlete of
the Week by WCIV-TV, which honors students who excel in academics,
athletics, and community achievements.

To his classmates, Wright offers this advice: “Don’t be afraid to try
something new. The regret of not trying something and wishing you did is
always greater than the regret of trying something and wishing you didn’t.
Go out, try new things, and leave the world better than you found it.”

Wright received over $325,000 in scholarships, including awards from
Clemson University, Beta Club, the Tripp Williams Memorial, and multiple
merit scholarships from other universities.

Wright held several leadership roles: captain of cross-country and track
(three years each), Beta club president, Iron Hearts Club president, and an
officer in the Ocean Conservation Club. He also served on student coun-
cil and participated in clubs such as Young Life (as music coordinator),
Recycling Club, Fishing Club, Spanish Honor Society, and National Honor
Society.

Wright will attend Clemson University Honors College, majoring in
biomedical engineering.

Salutatorian Joseph Wright
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Sean Kenney's

NATURE

F!NP!

Made with LEGO® bricks

produced by

imaghne

NOW THRU AUGUST 15

Exclusively at Magnolia Plantation & Gardens

Wander through gardens adorned with striking, larger-than-life
sculptures and see a majestic fox in radiant hues, a dragonfly frozen
mid-flight, and intricate creatures crafted from over 800,000
LEGO® bricks. Perfect for all ages, Sean Kenney’s Nature POP!®
is more than an exhibition, it’s an invitation to see the wonders
of Magnolia through a lens of color, creativity, and conservation.

EXPERIENCE MORE THAN
40 STUNNING, LARGER-THAN-LIFE

SCULPTURES CRAFTED FROM
OVER 800,000 LEGO® BRICKS

9AM - 5PM

DAILY

Exhibit access is included with
General Garden Admission

ONLINE TICKETS

magnoliaplantation.com

MAGNOLIA

PLANTATION & GARDENS

3550 Ashley River Road, Charleston, SC
(843) 571-1266 | magnoliaplantation.com
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GLICK, ALOMAR,
SWEENEY ROUND OUT

TOP 5 IRON HORSE GRADUATES

Kyra Glick Miquel Alomar Cullen Sweeney
Ranked Third Ranked Fourth Ranked Fifth
PSHS Class of 2025 PSHS Class of 2025 PSHS Class of 2025
EMMA SLAVEN

emma@thedanielislandnews.com

he following Philip Simmons High
I School students round out the top
five academic students in the class of
2025.
KYRA GLICK
RANKED THIRD

Kyra Glick is already steps ahead on her
journey to the operating room.

Glick, who aspires to become a neuro-
surgeon, will attend the University of South
Carolina Honors College to study neurosci-
ence.

A standout in both leadership and service,
she served as student body vice president
and Beta Club and National Honor Society
club secretary. She volunteered at Roper
St. Francis Hospital, participated in student
government, and was recognized on Trident
Tech’s Dean’s List twice.

Glick’s academic achievements include the
Advanced Placement Scholar with Distinc-
tion Award and the College Board’s National
Rural and Small Town Recognition Award.

Glick earned $45,200 in scholarships,
including the USC Presidential Scholar and
Palmetto Fellows awards.

MIQUEL ALOMAR
RANKED FOURTH

Engineering a better world is the goal for
Miquel Alomar, who finishes fourth in the
Iron Horse class of 2025.

With appointments to the United States
Military Academy at West Point and the

United States Naval Academy, as well as
admission to Rice University and New York
University, Alomar had his pick of top-tier
schools. But Alomar will attend the Georgia
Institute of Technology, majoring in biomedi-
cal engineering, with dreams of designing
life-saving technology.

Alomar was a junior marshal, an AP
Scholar with Honor, and co-founded the
Ocean Club. He also served as secretary of
the National Honor Society, played varsity
soccer, and was a member of several service-
oriented clubs.

Alomar’s scholarship total stands at
$93,136, including support from the Philip
Simmons Gameday Club, Rice Scholarship
Grant, and a Palmetto Fellows award.

CULLEN SWEENEY
RANKED FIFTH

Rounding out the top five is Cullen Swee-
ney, whose strong academic foundation is
matched only by his on-field talent.

A two-time All-Region soccer player and
team captain, Sweeney also served as vice
president of the National Honor Society and
participated in clubs including robotics, Beta,
and Spanish Honor Society.

Sweeney earned the National Rural and
Small Town Recognition Award, was named
an AP Scholar, and racked up $71,200 in
scholarships, including the Clemson Uni-
versity CECAS Elevate Scholarship and a
Palmetto Fellows award.

Sweeney will attend Clemson University,
majoring in mechanical engineering.
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130 River Landing Drive, #4102 15 Available Homesites! 699 Castle Pinckney Drive
2BD12BA 11296 Sqft1$557,000 Call Edie for details. 3BD12.5BA12699 sqft1$1,199,000

Contact Edie today!

843.568.2273 Daniel Island
edie.coupe@direalestate.com REAL ESTATE
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Evans Baker Calynn Barnhill
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Spencer Farina Reece Foti Emma Fulton Aryhel Gant Audrey Garcia Rebecca Gehringer
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Tajuan Gibbs Sanaa’ Gilliard Kyra Glick Sawyer Greene Cade Gresh Harrison Grimm

/

Elizabeth Habakus Brighton Hahm

Charles Helms

Avalyn Healey

Sean Herndon Alexandria Hilliard Emma Hoftiezer Tyson Holland Talia Holliday Myers Horecky Frank Jannuzzi
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Sally was Daniel Island’s first Realtor®.

Ranking in the Top 1% of Realtors® in the Charleston Region for over 20 years, | spent nearly 28 years with
Daniel Island Real Estate where | helped launch real estate sales on the island. My grandson, Evan, and

| comprise The Castengera Group, and we are eager to provide you with our expertise and “hands on”
approach to serving you!

Their affiliation with the Corcoran network gives them unmatched global resources and access to one of the
industry’s most recognized and innovative brands. Sally and Evan joined Corcoran HM Properties in June
2023 and are thrilled to expand their reach and are better equipped to market your Lowcountry luxury homes
worldwide. They look forward to helping you with all of your residential real estate needs!

iy

Evan Murray & Sally Cast P
Sales Associates | Realtors® [. Or ( Or d ]7
412.913.7512 | 843.452.7100 S
evanmurray@corcoranhmproperties.com HM PROPERTIES
sallycastengera@corcoranhmproperties.com

corcoran.com ©2023 Corcoran Group LLC. All rights reserved. Corcoran® and the Corcoran Logo are registered service marks owned by Corcoran Group LLC
Corcoran Group LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated.
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Sierra Johnson

Lauren Kerr

Bryce May

Saevon Moore

Kyla Oliver

PHILIP SIMMONS HiGH SCHOOL

Nicholas Kirk

Kelis Lincoln

Tavien Orellana

Anderson Julian

Marin LaBrie

Merritt Menis

Robert Myers

Connor Ortiz

Vera Keefer

George Michaud

Luis Navarro

Dillon Ortiz
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Kolten Kellermann

Kyra Mitchell

lan Newell

Ella Orvin

Grace KeIIy

Mykayla Lewis
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Gabrlella Nichols

lllyana Pannell
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Darriel Porcher

Ethan Ritter

Audrey Porter Sienna Pruitt Matthew Ramsey

Mary Rizzo Jaiden Rohs Francheska Rosario Robert yan Daniel Scarth Ava Schuster

CLASS OF 2025,
SR NAREDY (> CONGRATULATIONS!
Mother Daughter Real Estate Team

Born and Raised in Charleston | | START YOUR CAREER PLANNING NOW!

With 20 years of expertise, genuine local connections,
and a commitment to excellence and service, CONTACT ME FOR.
we help you buy and sell seamlessly — on your timeline '
and for the best price. We welcome the opportunity
to help you with your real estate goals.
Contact our team today.

Financial Aid Awards Review, appeals
« Compare Costs vs. ROI

* Assess your academic and social fit

CLOSED Individualized Career Counseling
FOR OUR

BUYERS!

SERVING DANIEL ISLAND STUDENTS & PARENTS SINCE 2004

A { | CLAIRE LAW
6 Kirkland Lane | $1,949,000 M.S. Certified Educational Planner

‘ _ R 2 (AN
1339 River Otter Ct. | $990,000 626 Windermere Blivd. | $565,000
Multiple offers and Secured home for our buyer w;'m’)gﬂeé :%::w;tﬁ:ﬁ’(?:; EDUCATIONAL claire@eduave.com
I E CA INDEPENDENT EDUCATIONAL EA

$15,000 over list price! in multiple offers. distance to C of C, MUSC, & King Street
Elise Rivers Kennedy © Madeleine Elise Kennedy E
. ] =—————— CONSULTANTS ASSOCIATION

843.452.1408 Carolina One 843.330.3818 mbti

Real Estate

Follow us on Instagram @elisekennedy_realtors

AVENUES
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PHILIP SIMMONS HiGH SCHOOL

Olivia

Aidan Wells Ciera Whitaker

Alondre Wright Joseph Wright Matthew Yaun

Congratulations to
the Philip Simmons class of 2025/
- From The Daniel Island News

TN WY

Quinnero Vaughn Travaris Walker

Sha’khia Williams

Jacari Williams
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Abby Stuckey

Avery Warren

Joshua Williamson Chester Willis

PHILIP SIMMONS HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS NOT PICTURED:

Israel Jose Alfaro
Gabino Alvarado Gonzalez
Keyianna Yahaira Anderson

Riley Nicole Blevins
Olivia Jane Buckman
Jah'Shawn Vantawn Chisolm
Joseph Aloysius Coates V
Connor Iry DeWitt
Gage William Campbell Fingar
Quincy Lamar Futrell
Alexis Tyler Granite

William James Song Hamlin
Zion Joyce Madison Mack
Conner Kenneth MacLaughlin
Jordan Paris Mitchell
Savannah Rhae Shumpert
Carzell Jarvae Singleton
Pierce Reynolds Walker
Ezra Thomas Williams 1l
Khrystopher Antonio Julian Williams
Benson Ray Wood
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SupziNa.& AssocIATES, LLC
CoOLLEGE ADMISSTON /CONSULTING

SERVING STUDENTS AND FAMILIES ON DANIEL ISLAND SINCE 2006

* COLLEGE SELECTION e APPLICATIONS o INTERVIEWS e VISITS

‘ * ESSAYS e« COLLEGE PREP CURRICULUM ADVISING joased
‘ (e

ok ' MARY R. SupziNa, PH.D. | DRSUDZINA@GMAIL.COM
okey Suddeth Emily Romfo

Valedictorian Salutatorian 843-471-2260 | SunZINACOLLEGECONSULTING.COM
Member, Independent Educational Consultants Association, Southern Association for College Admission Counseling

Haden Burris Brody Byham Bria Olson

CROGHAN’S
JEWEL BOX

Cne Fermith...

Seven Overcash Lydia Renu

308 KING STREET
843-723-3594

CROGHANSJEWELBOX.COM

Sam Smith Morgan Walters

OPEN :
i Spacisus Home

SATURDAY
1-3PM

7 +5BD/4BA

* 4,011 sqft True Edwards
* Saltwater Swimming Pool REALTOR®
* 3-Car Garage

: ; 843.442.6253
* Massive Upstairs Loft w/Dry Bar )
* Oversized Walk-in Closets MATT O NEILL true@mattoneillteam.com !"
* Custom Coffered Crown Moulding Ceilings REAL ESTATE trueedwardsrealestate.com

1511 Hopkins Lane | Mount Pleasant | $1,375,000 R Lt
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Ashiey Hall

Not Pictured:
Dia Timko
Bella Abr‘at.;d-O’NeI Nina Abratgés-O’eel » Gabb;j VAnde.rson
Porter-Gaud ADDITIONAL

GRADUATES

Luke Ellis Altenbach Lucas Fetten

Jacob Cahalan SC Virtual Charter Sch. School of the Arts

Carter Phillip Highsmith  Ann Claire Trowbridge Emma Grace Ladd Corden Secousse MoIIyPalge Stelnfort

School of the Arts Servite High School LTP Scholars

Choose LOCAL
Choose?l@

TELECOM

Keeping Our Community Connected

Home Telecom understands that you need reliable internet, consistent speeds,
and dependable support... because we need them, too! Working and living in
the same communities we serve, Home Telecom is the one and only local
provider dedicated to your connections.

HomeSC.com/DIN325
888-746-4482



	DIN-060525A11
	DIN-060525A12
	DIN-060525A13
	DIN-060525A14
	DIN-060525A15
	DIN-060525A16
	DIN-060525A17
	DIN-060525A18
	DIN-060525A19
	DIN-060525A20
	DIN-060525A22
	DIN-060525A23
	DIN-060525A24
	DIN-060525A25
	DIN-060525A26
	DIN-060525A27
	DIN-060525A28
	DIN-060525A29
	DIN-060525A30

